






How We Chose Our Topic

Our topic emerged from researching the 
Sub-Saharan African section of the 
Brookings catalog. We found that girls 
across the region face multiple, 
compounding barriers to gaining a 
quality education.

The struggle of girls in this region 
compelled us to investigate the barriers 
and innovations involved with the girls 
in Sub-Saharan Africa.

Figure 1: Barriers to Education Photo

From A teacher interacts with students during a phonics lesson at the Nal’uxolo Primary 
School in Cape Town, South Africa, by Gates Foundation, 2025-26, Gates Foundation 
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/our-work/programs/global-growth-and-opportunity/glob
al-education-program. 2025 



Barriers & Innovations

Barriers: The barriers include forced marriage, poverty, health struggles, and 
systemic gender inequality.

Innovations: The Global Catalog of Education Innovations highlights a range of 
impactful initiatives across the region that directly empower girls to overcome 
these struggles and succeed.



REAP 2

The Rwandan Girls’ Education and Advancement Programme 2 (REAP 2) is a targeted 

education-and-transition initiative.

It is specifically aimed at enhancing school results and securing better future prospects for 

underprivileged, marginalized girls living in rural areas, especially within the Nyaruguru District.

Funding & Support: REAP 2 is funded under the Girls’ Education Challenge (GEC‑T), a UK-aid 
funded challenge fund managed by the Department for International Development (DFID).



Achievements & Support Systems

Achievements: Achieved significant success 
in improving girls’ education by increasing 
overall school attendance and notably 
enhancing learning outcomes.

Created safer, more supportive school 

environments, successfully strengthened 

community involvement, and promoted girls’ 

personal health and confidence.

Support Systems: Trained teachers in modern, 
gender-sensitive methods and provided 
after-school study groups to ensure 
academic success.

Improved critical menstrual hygiene facilities 

and successfully engaged parents and local 

communities to champion girls’ education.



Key Themes Across Cases

CAMFED offers tailored 
financial assistance via the 
Step Up Fund. Providing 

scholarships, vouchers, or 
eliminating fees covers 

direct/indirect costs, 
increases test scores, and 

reduces dropouts.
SHOFCO operates free, 

high-quality dedicated model 
schools for vulnerable girls. 

Simply building schools 
closer to where girls live 
dramatically improves 
enrollment and lowers 

marriage rates.

Health and safety, 
particularly regarding 
menstruation, hygiene 

management, and violence 
prevention, are specialized 
areas of intervention vital to 

ensuring girls remain in 
school safely.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DMWelO00n1g
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